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the General Government, and the Government Itself is fully prepared for anything they can do, resolved, if necessary, to meet force with force/5 x Marshall declared that he "never saw such intemperance as existed in the Virginia] Assembly." 2
Following their defiant adoption of Madison's resolutions, the Republican majority of the Legislature issued a campaign pamphlet, also written by Madison,3 under the form of an address to the people. The "guardians of State Sovereignty would be perfidious if they did not warn" the people "of encroachments which . . . may" result in "usurped power"; the State Governments would be "precipitated into impotency and contempt" in case they yielded to such National laws as the Alien and Sedition Acts; if like "infractions of the Federal Compact" were repeated "until the people arose ... in the majesty of their strength," it was certain that "the way for a revolution would be prepared."
The Federalist pleas "to disregard usurpation until foreign danger shall have passed " was " an artifice which may be forever used," because those who wished National power extended "can ever create national embarrassments to soothe the people to sleep whilst that power is swelling, silently, secretly and fatally."
Such was the Sedition Act which "commits the sacrilege of arresting reason;. . . punishes without trial; . . . bestows on the President despotic powers
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